


(then Aventis Pasteur) and Intercell entered into a 
collaboration and license option agreement for the 
development of vaccines targeting an undisclosed 
bacterial disease. The bacterial vaccine candidate is 
currently in pre-clinical development.  
(www.sanofipasteur.com)

Statens Serum Institut 
Intercell’s vaccine candidate targeting Tuberculo-
sis (TB) is based on Intercell’s adjuvant IC31® in 
conjunction with antigens discovered by the Statens 
Serum Institut (SSI). SSI is a Danish government-
owned company engaged in the prevention and 
control of infectious disease and congenital disorders. 
The Tuberculosis (TB) research group at SSI is world 
leading and has made important contributions to the 
understanding of TB infection and immunity. SSI is 
a major manufacturer of the BCG vaccine.  
(www.ssi.dk)

TB-VAC 
Intercell’s TB vaccine candidate has been partly 
funded by the TB-VAC program, a European Union-
funded integrated project for new vaccines against 
Tuberculosis. The program aims to integrate the Eu-
ropean efforts toward the development of novel and 
improved vaccines against Tuberculosis, particularly 
for the young adult population. (www.tb-vac.org)

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals 
In September 2006, Intercell entered into a strategic 
partnership with Wyeth for the use of Intercell’s 
adjuvant IC31®. Under the terms of the agreement 
Wyeth obtained worldwide, non-exclusive rights to 
use IC31® in various selected infectious disease vac-
cine programs. In addition, Intercell has cooperative 
research and development agreements in place with 
the Center for Disease Control (Streptococcus pneumoni-
ae vaccine), the National Institute of Health (various 
projects) as well as the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) (Pandemic Influenza 
Vaccine Enhancement Patch).

Novartis 
In July 2007, Intercell and Novartis signed a major 
strategic partnership to accelerate innovation in vac-
cines development in infectious diseases. As part of 
the agreement, Novartis gained an exclusive license 
for the development of Intercell‘s IC31® adjuvant in 
novel Influenza vaccines. Also, the agreement inclu-
des a co-development and profit-sharing arrangement 
in the field of therapeutic Hepatitis C virus vaccines. 
In 2008, Intercell also licensed its pre-clinical Group 
B Streptococcus vaccine program to Novartis. In 
addition, Novartis is one of the commercialization 
partners of Intercell’s Japanese Encephalitis (JE) 
vaccine. In June 2006, Intercell and Novartis entered 
into a marketing and distribution agreement for the 
JE Vaccine in the United States, Europe, and certain 
other markets in Asia and Latin America. In January 
2009, this was expanded to also include an exclusive 
agreement for the marketing and distribution of the 
vaccine in Japan and South Korea.  
(www.novartis.com)

PATH 
One of the primary target groups for Intercell’s 
Pneumococcus vaccine are children in the developing 
world, where development is being co-funded by 
PATH. PATH is a US-based non-profit organization 
with over 27 years experience in global health. Head-
quartered in Seattle, PATH‘s mission is to improve 
the health of people around the world. PATH works 
on a wide array of emerging and persistent global 
health issues, including children‘s health, infectious 
diseases and vaccines and immunization. The Pneu-
mococcus program is supported by a grant from the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. (www.path.org).

Sanofi Pasteur 
In February 2008, Sanofi Pasteur joined the collabo-
ration between Intercell and SSI for the development 
of a Tuberculosis (TB) vaccine, aiming to make a 
new TB vaccine widely available in the shortest 
possible time. Also, in February 2004, Sanofi Pasteur 
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David Ebsworth

“Intercell has achieved something very rare – even for 
the largest vaccine companies – the approval of a new 
vaccine in Europe, the U.S. and Australia within a 
very short time window.”

James Sulat

“Intercell combines first-rate science with a deep 
appreciation of what it takes to build a successful 
public company for the long term.”

Hans Wigzell

“Intercell is unique in its usage of the protective 
immune response in humans to recreate that 
immunity at will in other human beings.”

Michel Gréco 

“What makes Intercell unique to me – and the best 
biotech company I have been associated with – is 
this rare mix of a great technology platform, an 
outstanding management team and an excellent 
governance, including the relationship between 
senior management and the Board.”

Ernst Günter Afting

“Intercell is unique as it cultivates not only an 
innovative, but also a successful approach to 
developing vaccines against life-threatening human 
diseases, which, until now, were not covered by 
existing methods and which offer a huge market 
potential.”

Mustapha Leavenworth Bakali 

“What Intercell has achieved in the vaccine field is 
nothing short of extraordinary. In a relatively short 
time it has become the leading global independent 
vaccine company built on solid foundations of 
innovative science, a first class entrepreneurial team, 
and dedicated employees.”

Stefan H.  E.  Kaufmann

“The incredible success of Intercell is the result of a 
unique combination of excellent science, innovative 
product development, and outstanding management, 
which together have generated new vaccines in the 
shortest time imaginable.”

Staffan Normark 

“It has been a very special experience to follow 
Intercell from a small start-up company with bold 
ideas but no products to a mature company with a 
product on the market and an impressive pipeline.”

Hans Wigzell

“Intercell is unique in its usage of the protective 
immune response in humans to recreate that 
immunity at will in other human beings.”

Rafi  Ahmed

“Intercell is setting the standard; the CEO of a new 
Biotech company in the U.S. recently told me that 
their goal was to become the ’Intercell of America’!”

Hubert E.  Blum

“The recent licensing of the JEV vaccine 
demonstrates Intercell’s continued and outstanding 
R & D activities in the field of prevention and 
treatment of infectious diseases through vaccination, 
an increasingly important health care issue 
worldwide.”

Stanley N.  Cohen

“Every company says they WANT to make an 
important difference in the field they are working in. 
Intercell has actually DONE this.”

Franz X.  Heinz

“Professional management combined with excellent 
science and international collaborations have made 
Intercell a key player at the forefront of modern 
vaccine development within only ten years since its 
foundation.”
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Intercell’s CSO, Alexander von Gabain, 
appointed to the Governing Board of the 
European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology, 2008
Alexander von Gabain (CSO), was in 2008  
appointed to the first-ever Governing Board of the 
European Institute of Innovation and Technology. 
The Board consists of 18 top-class professionals, 
providing a collective balance of expertise and 
experience from the worlds of business, research,  
and higher education in Europe. The Board is 
responsible for overall strategy planning as well  
as for the selection, coordination, and evaluation of 
the Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs), 
the EIT’s future operational centers. 

European Biotechnica Award 2006
In October 2006, Intercell AG was honoured with 
the first prize in the final round of the Biotechnica 
Awards 2006 by the Deutsche Messe AG. Alongside 
scientific innovation, the jury judged criteria such as 
commercial viability, market relevance, marketing 
concepts and business models. 

Technology Pioneer 2009
In December 2008, the World Economic Forum  
selected Intercell as Technology Pioneer 2009. 
Intercell was the first company in Austria to be 
awarded the title since the program started  
10 years ago.

Scrip Award  
– Biotech Company of the Year 2008
In recognition of achievements in 2008, Intercell was 
awarded the Scrip Award for Biotech Company of the 
Year in December 2008. The achievements included 
the acquisition of Iomai Corporation, reaching its 
first profitable full year, the alliance with Novartis as 
well as Intercell’s prophylactic Japanese Encephalitis 
vaccine making significant progress towards its 
market approval.

The Vaccine Industry Excellence Award 2008
Intercell’s Hepatitis C vaccine candidate was  
awarded the category of “Best New Therapeutic 
Vaccine” at the World Vaccine Congress at  
“The Vaccine Industry Excellence Awards” held  
in Washington, D.C., in April 2008.

Thomas Lingelbach 
Chief Operating Officer

Thomas Lingelbach joined Intercell in 2006,  
serving as COO since 2007. From his career at  
Chiron Vaccines and Novartis, he has many years’  
experience and a broad knowledge in the field of  
industrialization and commercialization of vaccines. 
He is today Managing Director of Intercell  
Biomedical Ltd. and President and CEO of  
Intercell USA, Inc. 

Reinhard Kandera 
Chief Financial Officer

Reeinhard Kandera joined Intercell in 2001 and  
was named CFO in March 2009. Since joining 
Intercell, Reinhard has held various important  
positions within the finance area, including Head  
of Finance and Controlling, Global Head of Investor 
Relations and, most recently, CFO of Intercell’s U.S. 
subsidiary (formerly Iomai Corporation).  
Before joining Intercell he worked in corporate  
and investment banking at Deutsche Bank AG. 

Gerd Zettlmeissl 
Chief Executive Officer

Gerd Zettlmeissl joined Intercell in 2001 as  
COO and has served as CEO since 2005.  
His scientific background, as well as his professional 
years with Behringwerke AG and Chiron 
Corporation (now Novartis Vaccines), have led to a 
wide experience in the vaccine and biotech industry.  
He is a member of the Supervisory Board of the 
“Helmholtz Zentrum für Infektionsforschung  
GmbH”, a public infectious disease research  
institute in Braunschweig, Germany.

Alexander von Gabain  
Chief Scientific Officer

Alexander von Gabain is a co-founder of Intercell  
and today serves as Intercell’s CSO. His academic  
career moved him through renowned institutions 
such as Stanford University and the Karolinska  
Institutet. Today, he holds a professorship at the  
Max F. Perutz Laboratories, University of Vienna, 
and a foreign adjunct professorship at the Karolinska 
Institutet. He serves on the Supervisory Board of  
INiTS, the entrepreneurial support service of the 
Universities of Vienna for start-up businesses. 
Furthermore, he acts as scientific advisor to 
TVM Capital and is also a member of the WHO 
Committee “Stop Tuberculosis”.  
In 2008, he was appointed to the Governing  
Board of the European Institute of Innovation  
and Technology.  
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Intercell’s Management Team

The members of Intercell’s Management Team have complementary professional skills in 
research, development, industrialization, commercialization, and financial aspects, and use 
these skills to lead the Company as a strong team through all major challenges and upcom-
ing developments. 

Awards and recognitions



RP-HPLC 	 Reversed phase high performance  
	 liquid chromatography 
RSV	 Respiratory syncytical virus
RT-PCR 	 Reverse transcription polymerase chain  
	 reaction
SBA	 Serum bactericidal activity
SC	 Stratum corneum
SDS-PAGE 	 Sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide  
	 gel electrophoresis
SEC	 Size-exclusion chromatography
SIA	 Serology and Immune Assays
SOC	 Standard of care
SOP 	 Standard Operation Procedures
SPF	 Specific pathogen-free
SPS	 Skin preparation system
SSI	 Statens Serum Institut
ST	 Heat stable toxin from Escherichia coli
StkP	 Serine/Threonine Kinase Protein
SVR	 Sustained virologic response
TB	 Tuberculosis
TD	 Travelers’ Diarrhea 
TEWL	 Transepidermal water loss
TLR	 Toll-like receptors
TNF	 Tumor necrosis factor 
UF/DF	 Ultrafiltration/Diafiltration
UTI	 Urinary tract infections
V710 	 Intercell’s Staphylococcus aureus vaccine
VAP 	 Ventilator-associated pneumonia
VEP	 Vaccine Enhancement Patch
VP	 Vaccine Patch
WHO	 World Health Organization

KLK	 Peptide component of the adjuvant  
	 IC31®

LamB	 Maltoporin, glycoporin, outer  
	 membrane lambda phage receptor 
	 and maltodextrin pore.
LB	 Lyme borreliosis
LC 	 Langerhans cell
LC-MS/MS 	 Liquid chromatography-mass  
	 spectrometry
LIMS	 Laboratory Information Management  
	 System
LPS	 Lipopolysaccharide
LT	 Heat-labile enterotoxin
mAbs	 Monoclonal antibodies 
MAC	 Membrane attack complex
MAT 	 Models of Adjuvant-Induced T-cell  
	 Immunity
MS	 Mass spectrometry
NA	 Neuraminidase
NEAT	 Near transporter
NMR 	 Nuclear magnetic resonance
ODN1a 	 Oligodeoxynucleotide 1a; one  
	 component of the adjuvant IC31® 
OM	 Otitis media
OPA	 Opsonophagocytic assays	
OPK 	 Opsonophagocytotis killing
OprI/OprF	 Outer membrane protein I / F
OspA	 Outer surface protein A
PBMC	 Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cell   
PBS	 Phosphate buffered saline 
PCR	 Polymerase chain reaction
PcsB	 Protein important for cell separation
PHK	 Primary Hamster Kidney
PRNT	 Plaque Reduction Neutralization Test
PsaA	 Pneumococcal surface adhesin A 
RBV	 Ribavirin
R&D	 Research and development
RNA	 Ribonucleic acid

GDP	 Good Documentation Practices
GL	 Good Laboratory
GLP	 Good Laboratory Practice
GMP	 Good Manufacturing Practice
GMT	 Geometric mean titer
GSK	 GlaxoSmithKline
GTP	 Guanosine triphosphate
HA	 Haemagglutinin
HarA	 Haptoglobin receptor A
HBV	 Hepatitis B virus
HCV	 Hepatitis C virus
HI	 Hyperimmune
HIV	 Human immunodeficiency virus
HLA	 Human Leukocyte Antigen
HPLC 	 High-pressure liquid chromatography
IATS	 International Antigenic Typing Scheme
IB	 Inclusion bodies
IBS	 Irritable bowel syndrome
IC30	 Intercell’s first generation adjuvant,  
	 poly-L-arginine	
IC31®	 Intercell’s proprietary second  
	 generation adjuvant
IC41	 Intercell’s therapeutic Hepatitis C virus  
	 vaccine
IC43	 Intercell’s Pseudomonas aeruginosa  
	 vaccine
IC47	 Intercell’s Pneumococcus vaccine
IDM	 Infectious Disease Models
IFN 	 Interferon
Ig/IgA/IgG	 Immunoglobulin / A / G
IIF 	 Indirect immunofluorescence
IL	 Interleukin
IPTG 	 Isopropyl-beta-D-thiogalactopyranoside
IsdB	 Iron-regulated Surface Determinant B
JE-PIV	 Japanese Encephalitis purified  
	 inactivated vaccine
JEV	 Japanese Encephalitis virus 

AAD	 Antibiotic-associated diarrhea
AIP®	 Antigen Identification Program
APC	 Antigen-presenting cell
API	 Active pharmaceutical ingredient
AVP	 Antigen Validation Program
BCG	 Bacille Calmette-Guérin
cAMP	 Cyclic adenosine monophosphate	
CDC 	 Centers for Disease Control and  
	 Prevention
CFA/IFA 	 Complete Freud’s adjuvant/Incomplete  
	 Freud’s adjuvant
CFU	 Colony forming units
cG(c)LP 	 Current Good (Clinical) Laboratory  
	 Practice
CHMP	 Committee for Medicinal Products for  
	 Human Use
CIL	 Clinical Immunology Laboratory
CMV	 Cytomegalovirus 
COPD	 Chronic obstructive lung disease
CP 	 Clinical Practices
Non-CpG 	 Oligonucleotide without CpG-motif
CR	 Complement receptors
CTB	 Cholera toxin B subunit
DNA	 Deoxyribonucleic acid
DP	 Drug product
DS	 Drug substance
EBV	 Epstein Barr Virus
ELISA	 Enzyme Linked Immuno Sorbent Assay
ELISpot 	 Enzyme-linked immunosorbent spot
EMEA 	 European Medicines Agency
ETEC	 Enterotoxigenic E. coli
FACS 	 Fluorescence-activated cell sorting
FhuA	 Outer membrane ferrichrome receptor  
	 and T5 phage receptor
FDA 	 U.S. Food and Drug Administration
GAS	 Group A Streptococcus
GBS	 Group B Streptococcus
GCP 	 Good Clinical Practices
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